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ȮɨɶɱȠȭȹȷɕɫȶȥȭɆ Green Access Project

What is Green Access Project



ÅClick to edit Master text styles

ïSecond level

ÅThird level
ïFourth level

» Fifth level

ȮɨɶɱȠȭȹȷɕɫȶȥȭɆ Green Access Project

ñEnvironmental issues are best 

handled with the participation of all 

concerned citizens, at the relevant 

level.ò(Principle 10) 

ñGreen access rightsò based on

Aarhus Convention (1998)

(1)  Access to information

(2)  Right to participate in decision-

making   

(3)  Access to justice

Aarhus Convention and 

ñGreen Access Rightsò
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ȮɨɶɱȠȭȹȷɕɫȶȥȭɆ Green Access Project

To build a system of public participation 

and cooperation in which collective 

environmental activities generate 

synergistic effects 

Guarantee of Green Access Rights 

Creation of a sustainable society

What is the aim?
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ȮɨɶɱȠȭȹȷɕɫȶȥȭɆ Green Access Project

Environmental litigation has played significant 
roles for the progress of environmental policies. 

Grassroots activities 

New developments (1990s )

consulting committee, proposal systems

Complaints: ñOur opinions have never been 
reflected in public policies, no matter how much 
efforts we make to participate in discussionsò. 

Japanôs Strengths and Weaknesses
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ȮɨɶɱȠȭȹȷɕɫȶȥȭɆ Green Access Project

People feel tired of cooperating. 

Many difficult cases to resolve, US-base-related 

environmental issue in Henoko (Okinawa), and 

nuclear power plant issues in many regions.

To propose appropriate PP models for Japanese 

society that also meet global standards

To preserve originality of Japanôs leading cases 

outcomes

Needs for innovation
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ȮɨɶɱȠȭȹȷɕɫȶȥȭɆ Green Access Project

Comparative studies of green access, focusing 

on the Parties of the Aarhus Convention

Questionnaire surveys on actual situation of PP

Making the database of the PP ordinances in 

Japan (local level)

Making the database of the legal provisions 

concerning the new types of PP (national level)

Reviews of consultation models in the field of 

transportation and proposals for innovation

Green Access Project з(2010-2013)
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ȮɨɶɱȠȭȹȷɕɫȶȥȭɆ Green Access Project

Variation of measures to implement P10

social/cultural conditions of each country/region

Important: to make comparative study

to share their good practices.

Elaborating international legal performance 
indicators on P10 

Promotion of environmental democracy

Protection of human rights

Green Access Project и (1)

Making legal Indicators for P10



ÅClick to edit Master text styles

ïSecond level

ÅThird level
ïFourth level

» Fifth level

ȮɨɶɱȠȭȹȷɕɫȶȥȭɆ Green Access Project

Aarhus Convention is open to any state. /

However, all 47 Parties from UNECE region.

UNEP Bali Guidelines (2010) 

Latin-American and Caribbean countries are 
now planning to have their own regional 
instrument.

No such movement in Asia

Why not?

Green Access Project и (2)

Possibilities for an Asian version of Aarhus
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ȮɨɶɱȠȭȹȷɕɫȶȥȭɆ Green Access Project

To discuss common characteristics and 

issues of each region and to share those 

good practices

Focusing on

Right to participate in decision-making   

Access to justice

Todayôs topic
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ȮɨɶɱȠȭȹȷɕɫȶȥȭɆ Green Access Project

Developments in the reform of 

environmental law and public 

participation after 1992
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ȮɨɶɱȠȭȹȷɕɫȶȥȭɆ Green Access Project

Constitutional provision of the 

environmental right and 

participation principle
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ȮɨɶɱȠȭȹȷɕɫȶȥȭɆ Green Access Project

The environmental right to live in a healthy 

environment is guaranteed nowadays by 

constitutions, case law, and the specific 

environmental laws of many countries. 

Provisions are normally very simple. 

óAll citizens shall have the right to a healthy and 

pleasant environmentô, and the substance of the 

environmental right Is determined by Act (Korea). 

In South Asian countries, environmental rights 

may be guaranteed as a part of the right to life by 

case law (India). 

Constitution and environmental right
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ȮɨɶɱȠȭȹȷɕɫȶȥȭɆ Green Access Project

Various and detailed provisions

Article 67 

Right of PP, right of a community to sue 

government  

Any project or activity which may seriously affect 

a communityôs environmental quality is not 

permitted without EIA/ HIA with a public hearing, 

and a hearing of an independent organization, 

including representatives from environmental 

NGOs.

2007 Constitution of Thailand
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ȮɨɶɱȠȭȹȷɕɫȶȥȭɆ Green Access Project

Reform of environmental law 

after the Rio Summit and PP


