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Profile: PHILIPPINES

ÅGovernment

ÅPresidential  form 

ÅThree co -equal and 
separate departments

ÅDecentralized form of 
government, but not 
federal

ÅLocal autonomy and 
devolved powers and 
functions of local 
government units

ÅRule of Law Υ1987 
Constitution

ÅPeople and Environment

ÅPopulation: 100 Million and 
still growing

ÅPoverty level Υover 30%

Å7,100 islands

ÅChristianity is the main 
religion

ÅNatural laboratory for 
disasters

ÅPatronage politics and 
political dynasties are still 
prevalent

ÅStrong Spanish and 
American influence because 
of colonial rule



Center of the centeré

Scientists have described the Philippines as the center of the center of 

marine shore fish diversity with the ñrichest concentration of marine life 

on the entire planet.ò (Carpenter and Springer, 2005)



Source: FAO Catch Data 2000 -2006 Average
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Our seas, our lifeéFilipinos are 
fish - eating people

Å IRONICALLY, THE POOREST OF THE POOR LIVE  IN COASTAL COMMUNITIES. 

Å THE HIGHEST CONCENTRATION OF MALNOURISHED CHILDREN IS FOUND IN 

FISHING VILLAGES.
Å FISHERFOLK ARE BEING DISPLACED BY ILLEGAL FISHING IN ALREADY OVERFISHED 

MUNICIPAL WATERS AND UNPLANNED COASTAL DEVELOPMENTS, IN ADDITION TO THE 

CLIMATE CRISIS



Assassination of Sen. Aquino at the tarmac, 

Aug 21, 1983, Photo: AP

President Cory Aquino 
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