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Philippines: Fisheries Profile

• According to the 2013 Philippine 
Fisheries Profile, in 2012 the 
Philippines ranked seventh among 
the top fish producing countries of 
the world, with its total production of 
4.87 million metric tonnes of fish, 
crustaceans, mollusks and aquatic 
plants (including seaweed). Its 
aquaculture production of 0.791 
million metric tonnes ranked it 
eleventh in the world, while it is the 
third largest global producer of 
aquatic plants including seaweed

• Tuna remained as the top export 
commodity, with over 165,000 MT of 
all tuna products (fresh, frozen and 
chilled, preserved and canned), with 
canned tuna constituting the bulk of 
tuna products. 

• Seaweeds came second in export 
value, with a 64% increase in value 
from 2012 to 2013. Shrimp and 
prawn ranked third, with a total 
contribution of US$ 67.5 million to 
export value, the main markets being 
France, Japan and the U.S. Other 
major fishery exports included crabs 
and crab fats, octopus, lapu-lapu, 
cuttlefish and squid, orbanental fish, 
round scad and sea cucumber.

• Among the main destination 
countries for Philippine seafood 
exports are the U.S. (25.3%), Japan 
(13.4%), Germany (7.2%), France 
(6.7%), the UK (6%), Hong Kong, 
Spain, Canada, Taiwan and China.

Source: Seafish, 
http://www.seafish.org/media/publications/Phili
ppinesEthicsProfile_201509.pdf

http://www.seafish.org/media/publications/PhilippinesEthicsProfile_201509.pdf




Source: National Statistics Coordination Board: Poverty Incidence Statistics 2012
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Philippines fisheries are in crisis: 
Declining fish catches a looming food security issue



Challenges to Philippines Fisheries

• Illegal commercial 
fishing

• Weak enforcement 

of laws

• Destructive fishing     
and habitat 
destruction

• Pollution

• Unregulated coastal 
developments

• Climate change

• Patronage politics



CHALLENGES

• Persistence of large-scale graft and corruption 

• Growing impunity of violation of human rights

• Abuse of governmental powers

• Failure of accountability mechanisms to 
consistently bring wrongdoers to justice 

Rule of law and Access to Justice:
assessing the quality of democracy in the Philippines*

*Democracy Audit Team:Dr. Edna Co
Arthur Neame, Atty. Marlon Manuel
Atty. Nepomuceno Malaluan



Legal Framework for Environmental 
Protection and Public Participation

• The 1987 Constitution 
likewise guarantees the 
procedural right to 
access information, 
equality before the law, 
and public participation 
in decision-making.

• Congress has enacted 
plethora of 
environmental laws



One-Of-A-Kind

• Liberalized Standing to Sue 
– Oposa, Resident Marine 
Mammals case

• Innovative Remedies for 
Environmental Protection

• Anti-SLAPP proviso

• No filing fee for Citizen Suit

• Environmental Cases, top 
priority 

• Only the Supreme Court can 
stop enforcement of 
environmental laws



REVOLUTIONARY MANILA 
BAY RULING

G.R. Nos. 171947-48, December 18, 2008
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‘Each citizen is a steward of  Nature”

• “…the need to give the Resident 
Marine Mammals legal standing has 
been eliminated by our Rules, which 
allow any Filipino citizen, as a 
steward of nature, to bring a suit to 
enforce our environmental laws. It is 
worth noting here that the Stewards 
are joined as real parties in the 
Petition and not just in 
representation of the named 
cetacean species. The Stewards, 
Ramos and Eisma-Osorio, having 
shown in their petition that there 
may be possible violations of laws 
concerning the habitat of the 
Resident Marine Mammals, are 
therefore declared to possess the 
legal standing to file this petition…”-
Resident Marine Mammals of Tanon
Strait v. Reyes, GR No. 180771, April 
21, 2015



POLITICAL JUSTICE

1987 Constitution Institutionalization of Local Development Councils and 
Special Bodies – Local Government Code

• Right of the people and NGOs, 
PO’s to effective and 
reasonable participation at all 
levels of POLITICAL, SOCIAL  
and ECONOMIC DECISION-
MAKING PROCESS (1987 
Constitution)

- More engaged citizens in 
governance who are aware of 
their RIGHTS and 
RESPONSIBILITES

Civil Society

Business Government



Overarching Oceana goals in the Philippines: Rebuild fisheries 
by overhauling management, improving enforcement



Role of NGOs in Ocean Governance in the 
Philippines

Partner

Critical Collaborator

Voice of the Voiceless

Partnership with Government in 
crafting the law and Implementing 
Rules Against Illegal, Unreported and 
Unregistered (IUU) Fishing



Strong Partnership for Protection 
of Marine Wildlife

Executive Order for Sharks and 
Ray Sanctuary Benham Rise Expedition



Critical Collaboration in Enforcement, 
Monitoring and Compliance of Fisheries 

Laws



Voice for the Voiceless: Oceana ensures Implementing Regulations 
require vessel monitoring for ALL commercial vessels



• Public Participation and Access to Justice and 
Information: Tañon Strait case study



May 2015: Baseline Survey of Fishing 
and Food Security in Tañon Strait



Fishing is the most important livelihood in Tañon Strait

Fishing

Other

Farming

Pedicab/Tricycle

Salary

Support from children

Carpentry

Construction

Housewife

Raising pigs

Security guard

Sell fish

Truck driving

Primary livelihood source for baseline survey 
respondents

n = 96



Fishing Is Getting Harder in Tañon Strait 

• “We fish to receive grace (blessings 
from the sea), and to be able to buy 
rice” (shows how many fisherfolk 
fish to buy the staple food, either 
rice or maize” (Calatrava household 
survey)

• “Less fish caught due to the 
presence of commercial fishing 
who use sonar/purse seines” 
(Samboan household survey)

• “There is a decrease in fishing 
unlike before, we are able to sell 
fish only three times per month” 
(Guihulngan household survey



“This graph, which compares 

small-scale with large-scale 

fisheries on a global basis, 

highlights the crucial role of 

small-scale fisheries, so far 

neglected. Indeed, we would 

achieve most stated aims of 

fisheries management plans 

(particularly their social aims) by 

dedicated access arrangement 

for small-scale fisheries. But we 

must leave enough fish for the 

rest of the ecosystem, and to 

meet the challenges of global        

warming.” –Dr. Daniel Pauly

Source: Dr. Daniel Pauly



Poverty is severe in Tañon Strait

$1.07 or less

$1.08 - 2.10

$2.10 - 3.13

$3.14 - 4.20

$4.21 or more

Avg household income/day (USD)
n = 96



Goals

Get DENR to establish Tañon Strait Management Board: DONE

• Ensure the Tañon Strait 
general management plan 
prohibits commercial fishing 
and includes an 
enforcement plan - DONE



Jumpstarting enforcement through training and 
coastal law enforcement alliance



Providing Enforcers with Evidence of 
the Continuing Plunder of our oceans



The First Enforcement Patrols Happened in 2015, 
Thanks To  Pressure from Oceana and CSO network

And, continues in the present



BAN DESTRUCTIVE FISHING GEAR
Industry challenges 

government in court

29



BAN DESTRUCTIVE FISHING GEAR

30



INSTITUTIONALIZE VESSEL MONITORING TO CONTROL 
COMMERCIAL FISHING VESSELS 

31



Oceana stops dumping and filling proposal 
in Tañon Strait



STOPPING DUMPING AND FILLING 
PROJECTS NATIONWIDE

33

Building Constituents 
and Identifying Key 
Allies:

Senate hearing on 
reclamation presided 
by Chair Senator Villar



Mainstreaming fisheries issues during 
the presidential campaign

34



Oceana pushing for Sustainable 
Fisheries Management by the new 

Administration

• Press Actions on 
Recommendations in the 
Brief

• Target specific actions for 
the First 100 Days with 
Fisheries CSO network

• Build more and strengthen 
healthy ocean constituents 
from public and private 
sectors

Fisheries Policy Brief

35



•Source: Dr. Daniel Pauly, Global marine fisheries catch reconstructions: 

•Rationale, methods and first findings , June 2015, Canada

CLIMATE CHANGE EXACERBATES EFFECTS OF ILLEGAL FISHING AND HABITAT 
DESTRUCTION: LESS FISH , WITH TREMENDOUS IMPACTS ON HUMAN AND FOOD 
SECURITY



OCEANA PLAYING CRUCIAL ROLE IN 
FISHERIES MANAGEMENT

37

HOPE
EMPOWERMENT





Moving Forward for Sustainable Use of 
Oceans, Seas and Marine Waters 

• Civil society 
organizations play a 
pivotal role in 
pushing for fisheries 
management reforms 
and monitoring 
compliance of laws 
by popularizing the 
rights to information 
and participation in 
decision-making and 
access to justice

• Mainstream Principle 
10 at the global, 
regional, national 
and sub-national 
level

• A global treaty is a 
MUST!

“…the Aarhus Convention on Access to Information, Public 
Participation in Decision-Making, and Access to Justice in 
Environmental Matters recognizes not only the right of the 
public to receive information upon request (article 4), but 
also the duty of the government to collect and disseminate 
information (article 5).194 This Convention has been 
ratified by thirty-nine countries of Europe as well as the 
European Community. 

U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan has characterized its 
importance: 

“Although regional in scope, the significance of the Aarhus 
Convention is global. It is by far the most impressive 
elaboration of principle 10 of the Rio Declaration, which 
stresses the need for citizens’ participation in 
environmental issues and for access to information on the 
environment held by public authorities.” -Prof. Svitlana . 
Kravchencko:



THANK YOU AND MABUHAY!!

Prof. Svitlana Kravchenko

“We must celebrate her legacy as an 
inspiration for younger lawyers, to walk 
further on the pathways she strengthened, 
and especially do so in Ukraine and the 
countries where Aarhus is a beacon. After 
our tears, after our hugs and sympathy for 
John and Maria, and in the fullness of time 
may we memorialize her life’s work as she 
would have wished, by continuing her work 
in myriad and effective channels, flowing 
like the energy in ecological systems, for all 
of the Earth’s beings.” Prof. Nicholas 
Robinson, Pace Law School, USA.


