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Environmental Justice Atlas (EJAtlas.org): India reaches the top while
mapping the ecological conflicts and environmental injustices

The Environmental Justice Atlas or
EJAtlas.org is a freely accessible on-line
interactive information portal that helps
academic scholars and public policymak-
ers across the world in identifying exem-
plary cases of peoples’ resistance against
climate change and environment degra-
dation. EJAtlas.org is conceived by
the EJOLT project —an acronym for the
‘Environmental Justice, Liabilities and
Trade’ project. EJOLT is a European
Commission FP7  programme-funded
global research project operated during
2011-2015 and concluded recently. It
represents a global distribution map of
the ecological conflicts, resistances and
environmental injustices, which are
mostly located in the Global South. The
stated purpose of the project is: ‘EJOLT
is a global research project bringing sci-
ence and ~~~iatv together *-

resistances in India, which are located
across the country in almost every state
and union territory. Table 1 shows the
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first-level categorization of conflicts in
India. Conflicts related to the ‘water
management’ category appear highest

100
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Top 11 countries reporting environmental conflicts on EJAtlas.org portal.
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Half of world’s air pollution deaths occur 1
China, India

More than 5.5 million people die prematurely each year due to air pollution with over half of those de:
and India
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India, China in 2013'
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Here goes the entire list of 20 most polluted cities of the World:

PM 2.5 (micrograms per cubic metre)
Detbi(Tnd) .
Patna (India) | o
Gwalior (India) | |
Raipur (India) | -
Karachi (Pakistan) [ R | 7
Peshawar (Pakistan) | [ N AR
Rawalpindi (Pakistan) [ NG 07
Khormabad (Iran) [ NG 02
Ahmedabad (India) [ NG 00
Lucknow (India) [ NG ;¢
Firozabad (India) [ NG ;¢
Doha (Qatar) | o>
Kanpur (India) | /
Amritsar (India) [ NG 5
Ludhiana (India) [[INNNEGEGEEEEEEE 5!
Idgir (Bangladesh) | NG o0
Narayonganj (Bangladesh) || NG ¢°
Allahbad (India) [ NG ::
Agra (india) | -
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Rio Declaration, Public Hearing,

Pre Rio Conference 1992 1994

National Green
Tribunal’s direction Public
on Public Consultation, 2006
participation




EIA Process in India

Statu peal
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The Public Participation under the
2006, Notification

“Public Consultation” refers to the process by
which the concerns of local affected persons
and others who have a plausible stake in the
environmental impacts of the project or
activity are ascertained with a view to taking
into account all the material concerns in the

project or activity design as appropriate”







Samarth Trust Versus Ministry of Environment and Forest
Delhi High Court

...... it seems, prima facie, that so far as a public
hearing is concerned, its scope is limited and
confined to those locally affected persons
residing in the close proximity of the project site.
However, in our opinion, the (EIA) Notification
does not preclude or prohibit persons not living
in the close proximity of the project site from
participating in the public hearing - they too are
permitted to participate and express their views
for or against the project.




“40. ... We therefore hold that in the
context of the EIA Notification dated
14th September 2006 and the mandatory
requurement of holding public hearings
to invite objections it is the duty of the
FAC, to whom the task of evaluating
such objections has been delegated, to
imndicate in its decision the fact that such
objections, and the response thereto of
the project proponent, were considered
and the reasons why any or all of such
objections were accepted or negatived.
The failure to give such reasons would
render the decision viinerable to attack
on the ground of being vitiated due to
non-application of mind to relevant

materials and therefore arbitrary.”

Delhi High Court’s decision in
Utkarsh Mandal v. Uniron of India & Ors.



Issues with Respect to Public
Participation

Significant categories
Public Participation of project do not Projects circumvent
is EIA Centric require public Public consultation
consultation

Environmental laws
do not provide for
much scope for
public consultation.




Disputes around
communication




Disputes around ‘minutes of the
public hearing’

‘J PUBLIC

HEARING




Venue of Public Hearing

“A Public Hearing is one of
the components of Public
consultation and is the
process by which concerns of
local affected persons who
are likely to suffer due to the
environmental impact of
project or activity, are
ascertained. Naturally,
therefore it is expected to
hold a public Hearing at or in
close proximity to the project
site in order to ensure and
facilitate wide participation
of the Public particularly
those who are likely to be
affected by the project, being
in close proximity.”
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Supreme Court tells Vedanta to get gram
sabha nod for Niyamgiri mining

Utkarsh Anand , Utkarsh Anand : New Delhi, Thu Apr 18 2013, 21:48 hrs AAlS

I o] wrweet o [Elc+| o [EJsu| o [ZAReddit| 0 [ Share <0

India has been limiting leases, mainly because of protests over land acquisition. (AP)

RELATED The Supreme Court on Thursday ruled that the Vedanta Group's i’

bauxite mining project in the Niyamgiri Hills of Orissa will have to -
Bhullar docs say not get clearance from the gram sabha, which will consider the cultural r
consulted and raliminne mahta af tha trihale and faract durallare livine in [ |



BATTLE FOR NIYAMGIR!

Results of India's first
environment referendum:

12 nays; O ayes

Will Vedanta and Odisha government pursue rights to
mine the hills revered by the Dongria Kondhs in the
Supreme Court?
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Indian Environmental Court

“THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL”
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Aggrieved Person Interpreted:

Save Mon Region Federation vs Union of India
National Green Tribunal

 “Law gives a right to 'any person' who is 'aggrieved’
by an order to prefer an appeal. The term 'any
person' has to be widely construed. It is to include
all legal entities so as to enable them to prefer an
appeal, even if such an entity does not have any
direct or indirect interest in a given project. The
expression 'aggrieved', again, has to be construed
liberally. The framers of law intended to give the
right to any person aggrieved, to prefer an
appeal without any limitation as regards his
locus or interest. The grievance of a person
against the Environmental Clearance may be
general and not necessarily person specific”
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National Green Tribunal stalls POSCO - Centre for Science ...

o

www.cseindia.org » Industry & Environment » Community Support
In a stirring judgement passed by the National Green Tribunal (NGT), the green signal

given to South Korea's Pohang Iron and Steel Company (POSCO) to ...

National Green Tribunal suspends Posco project - India Today

indiatoday.intoday.in » Business » India v
Mar 31, 2012 - The National Green Tribunal has suspended the Posco project in
Qdisha over ... "I have to go into it (order) in detail and study the judgment and ...
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Businessline
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Unable to execute project in Odisha: POSCO tells
NGT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA COMMENT - PRINT - T+

Project in Odisha is over, says
Posco

Says current extension of environmental clearance too short for completion and it wishes to end the
entire idea

NITIN SETHI | New Delhi
April 9, 2016 Last Updated at 00:46 IST






Save Mon Region Federation

Local Buddhist Federation EIA Report did not
challenges the 780 MW mention about the
Hydro Power Project presence of the Black
(2012) Necked Crane

Statutory Appeal filed
before the NGT

(2012)

Final Judgment of the
NGT NGT heard the case over

a period of two years
(2016)
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Can the crane shift the dam?

Can the crané shift the dam?

Ananda Banerjee
First published: Wed, Feb 08 2012. 09 06 PM IST o = @ : Em{}; @

=

Updated: Wed, Feb 08 2012.09 06 pMIST

New Delht: The Zemithang valley In
Arunachal pradesh isp'tapart of any

national park, sanctuary, biosphere Teserve

or elephant corridor, and does not have any

significance from an archaeo\ogxca\ point

of view, anditis likely that India’s

environment ministry will ind nO reaso’

Sacred symbol Black—necked cranes aré revered as
the embodiment of the sixth Dalai Lama by the
Monpa tribe 1 the Zemithang yalley. Photo Courtesy Nyam}ang Chhu hy dxoele ctric pr Oj act.
Panka) ChandannNWF India

to block the p\anned 900 megwatts (MW
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Bird hit: NGT halts Tawang hydro power project

ﬁ JACOB KOSHY

M G0 M 2 Pinit B Share

Green tribunal steps in to save the future of the vulnerable black-necked crane

The threat to the future of a vulnerable I
species has halted the Rs. 6,400-crore h
power project in Tawang, Arunachal Prac

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has
- suspended the Union Environment Minis
clearance for the project granted in 2012.
clearance, the court noted, didn’t consider
impact of the hydro project — promoted b
? v Noida-based textile-to-steel conglomerate,
In bird heaven:The black-necked crane is listed in the Bhilwara Group — 01.1 the habitat of the blac
Wildiife Act as a Schedule 1 species.— Photo: special necked crane, a species that breeds on the

amangement Tibetan plateau and migrates to Tawang for {
winter. The bird, most commonly found in Cl
is legally protected in Bhutan and India and i
considered sacred to certain Buddhist traditio

NIH

Guess who made Our green panelstall

an Amnacha\ hYde\

ARGOKHALE @rihargokhale IUpdmdw.l?.




Directions in Save Mon region Federation

) The MOEF&CC shall cause to be made a
separate study of E-flow requirement for
protection of habitat of the Black necked Crane
and for conservation of the Black necked Crane
through the Wildlife Institute of India,
Dehradun, as expeditiously as possible and
make such study report along with Tawang
River Basin study available for ‘public
consultation’ and shall hold ‘public
consultation’” in compliance of the aforesaid

direction in accordance with law.



i The Indian EXPRESS

# Nation World Opinion Sports Entertainment Lifestyle Technology Viral Photos Videos Blogs ePaper

Delhi shrouded in smog for third day in a row, air quality ‘severe’

Home > India > India News = Arunachal anti-dam protests; Buddhist ‘monk’ among two killed in Tawang police firing

Arunachal anti-dam protests: Buddhist
‘monk’ among two killed in Tawang
police firing

While prohibitory orders under Section 144 were prom
flag march, sources said.




BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH
NEW DELHI

APPEAL NO. 28 OF 2013

In the matter of :

Paryawaran Sanrakshan Sangarsh Samiti Lippa
Village & Post - Lippa

Tehsil Moorang

District - Kinnaur

Himachal Pradesh — 172109

Verses

8 Union of India
Through the Secretary,
Ministry of Environment and Forests,
Paryavaran Bhavan, CGO Complex,
Lodi Road, New Dehi- 1100003,



(1)

The Respondents No.1l and 2 shall ensure that the entire
proposal pertaining to Forest Clearance in respect of
Stages II and III of 130 MW Kashang Integrated Hydro

Electric Project is placed before the Gram Sabha of

18

villages Lippa, Rarang, Pangi and Telangi in Kinnaur
District of Himachal Pradesh as prescribed under the
provisions of the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional
Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006
as required under Condition 16 of the Forest Clearance
dated 22.03.2011 issued by the Ministry of Environment

and Forests;



(1)

(iii)

(iv)

On the matter being referred to it, the Gram Sabha shall
consider all community and individual claims which
would bring within its ambit religious as well as cultural
claims which would include impact on (a) places of
worship likely to be affected by the construction works
and activities cognate thereto; (b) Silt load in Kerang
Stream caused by the diversion of water from the Kerang
stream to Kashang stream and (c¢) the livelihood of the
villagers caused by loss of forest land, landslides and
possible loss of water sources due to the project.

The Gram Sabha shall take up with the project proponent
mitigation measures to offset the adverse impact of the
project.

While conducting the proceedings, the Gram Sabha shall,
so far as it is possible, follow the process, guidelines and
the procedure prescribed by the Ministry of Environment

and Forests in its various letters from time to time.



HIMACHAL AND JK

Kashang hydro project: NGT order gives respite to
tribals
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In a first, Himachal villagers get a say in hydel
power projects

Debobrat Ghose IVay & 2016 10:39 15T
#ConneciTheDots #Forest Rights Act #FRA  #Gram Sabha #Himachal Pradesh #Hydel Projects #Kinnaur #lippa #Ministry of

Environment and Forest #MoEF #National Green Tribunal #NGT #Spiti Valley
el vl K

It's a big victory for some 1,200 people of Lippa village in Kinnaur district in . After a seven-year struggle, the villagers
have become the first grass-root people in the hill state to get empowered under Gram Sabha (village body of locals) to

decide whether a hydel power project would be set up in their area or not.

The empowerment came when the rights of the villagers under the Forest Rights Act (FRA) were recognized following

a judgment of National Green Tribunal (NGT) on 4 May.
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Himachal Pradesh govt moves SC against
NGT order on Kashang hydro project

The National Green Tribunal stopped the 130 megawatt Kashang hydropower
project in Himachal Pradesh until gram sabhas of 19 villages cleared it

- TG,

Subscribe to our newsletter.

A

Mayank Aggarwal [~ <

The Supreme Court in 2013 had ruled that 12 gram sabhas would decide whether to allow
Vedanta Ltd’s bauxite mining proposal in Odisha’s Niyamgiri hills which is inhabited by
irihalc Phoio-Mint
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{imachal withdraws appeal against NGT judgment on Rahul Gandhi's intervention

Himachal wﬂhdraws appeal agamst NGT judgment on Rahul
Gandhi’s intervention

© Sep 19, 2016 16:42:31

ek ] - cooos | inuwecom | < uwoun | @ s | s

The Himachal Pradesh government has withdrawn its appeal against the recent judgment of the
National Green Tribunal (NGT) filed in the apex court. Reaching out on telephone, Coordinator
Himalaya Niti Abhiyan Guman Singh told Daily Post that on the intervention of AICC vice president



Empowered VillagesAre|
Causing Headaches for “p
India's Modi

by  Bibhudatta Pradhan
¥ bibhu_pradhan

Hands tied

The empowerment of villages by the National Green Tribunal is causing further
Detober 10,2016~ 131 AM IST India ready with spin trap for England - Inspiring! How a water tank driver became Mr Asia 2016 - Ex-jawan’s death over OROF

Empowered villagers challenge Modi’s easing of doing business

(©14:15, 10 Oct 2016 @ @ . @ @
Share this article @

B Narendra Modi, Phot:

While Narendra Modi is promoting the ease of doing business in India, he is restrained from overhauling the Forest Rights Act to free up more land
»  Companies struggle to acquire land as villagers assert rights for companies

P “There will be more conflict,” says environmental lawyer

shlas



Report
HIGH LEVEL COMMITTEE

to review various Acts administered

by

Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change,
Government of India
November 2014




High Level Committee to Review Environmental Laws

Public Hearing/ consultation not required for:
* Projects of National Importance

* Projects of Strategic Importance

* Projects in Manufacturing/ Industrial Zone
* Projects in areas of high Pollution zone

* Projects located in areas which are away from settlement
(Pristine areas)

* Projects related to power, coal, transmission lines, Highways
etc



Parliament Panel Rejects Report Seeking to Streamline
Green Laws

All India | Written by Sidharth Pandey | Updated: July 26, 2015 20:14 IST
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Prayers not spared, terror strikes
largest Bangladesh Eid gathering

Stray bullet kills
Hindu woman,
two policemen
among 4 killed
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Farm poll signal:
Govt to take back
dead land Bill
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Tigers crucial, but development more
important, says Supreme Court
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Key Challenges for public
participation

Public participation in the era of ‘Ease of Doing Business’

Trying to replicate models of growth followed by other
countries in a democratic set up.

Consultation, participation and Consent
The general feeling that there is too much of democracy.

Public Participation takes place too late in the decision making
process. (Investments made, land acquired)

The Supreme Court’s obsession with ‘economic development’
at all cost.
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