
São Francisco River 
Basin Committee: 
A Brazilian experience in participatory 
water management 



Location 

Brazil 



The São Francisco River Basin 
crosses six Brazilians States  
and one Federal Capital 
District  
 
His length is approximately 
2.863 Kilometers (Km) 
 
The São Francisco has 168 
tributaries Rivers 
 
Biomes: 
Cerrado (Brazilian Savannah), 
Caatinga (Backlands),  
Mata Atlântica (Atlantic 
Forest).  
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Covers 8% of the Brazilian 
territory 
 
Most of this area is set in the  
semi-arid region of Brazil 
 
In addition to the six states and 
the federal capital district, 
there are approximately 505 
municipalities within the 
basin. 

The Hydrographic Basin  
of the São Francisco River 



Hydropower generation 
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The water of the São 
Francisco River is 
mainly used for: 



The São Francisco River Committee was 
created  by a federal decree in 2001. 
 
The CBHSF is a consequence of federal water 
law 9.433/97, which implemented the new 
policy of  participatory and decentralized water 
resources management in Brazil. 
 
The law defines water as a public good, with 
economic value. 
 
The law also determines that the river basin is 
the primary unit of planning for the 
management and rational use of water in Brazil. 
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Basin Committees 

 States Water Resources Councils (CERH) 

Federal Water  
Resources Council (CNRH) 

Ministry of  
Environmental (MMA) 

Secretariat of Water Resources  
and Urban Environment (SRHU) 
National Water Agency (ANA) 

National Water Resources  
Management System 



It is a body that 
represents the Government, Civil 
Society and the users in the defense  
of the São Francisco river basin. 

Public Power (Municipal, 
State and Federal) - 32,2% Users of 

Water - 38,7% 

Traditional 
Communities - 3,3% 

Civil  
Society - 25,8% 

What is the São Francisco 
River Basin Committee? 





What does the committee do? 
Charges for the use of raw water in the channel of the São Francisco river 
approval of the Management Plan of Water Resources in the 

Basin and systematic actions to promote the implementation of this plan. 
 
Intended application of the resources derived by charges of water. 
 
Implementation of hydro-environmental recovery projects proposed 

by users and the population through the Regional Advisory Chambers and also 
development of basic sanitation plans. 

46 
Hydro-environmental  

recovery projects. 

25 
Basic sanitation  
plans developed. 

26 
millions  
invested. 



What are the greatest 
challenges to be faced by 
the CBHSF? 

Continuing the process of consolidation of its 
action and fully assume the prerogatives that 
the federal water law gave to the River 
Basin Committees. 
  
Induce all users, public authorities and civil society 
alike to know, respect and apply the Management 
Plan of Water Resources of the Basin. 
 
Fight for the Brazilian government as well as the 
states’ governments of the basin to considerably 
increase the investments on the hydro-
environmental recovery of the São Francisco river 
and its tributaries. 
 
Propose three major pacts 
(agreements) to overcome the challenges of the 21st 
Century in the basin of the São Francisco River, 
which are: 



The Water Management Pact 
Define the delivery flow rates of the 
main tributaries on the bed of the 
São Francisco River. 
 
Set new rules of operation 
of hydroelectric reservoirs to 
meet more fair, balanced 
and environmentally sustainable to 
the multiple uses of the waters of the São 
Francisco River. 
 
Promote the diversification of the energy 
matrix of the São Francisco River by 
balancing the hydropower generation with  
greater wind power production and using of 
the rich untapped potential of solar energy in 
the semi-arid region. 
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The Legal Agreement or Pact of Legality 
The Legal Agreement will 
force the Government to 
implement the instruments of 
sustainable management of 
water resources in the 
tributaries of the São Francisco 
River. 
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The Revitalization Agreement 
The Revitalization Agreement 
of the São Francisco River 
basin will ensure the 
necessary investments and the 
appropriate institutional  
articulation capable of making 
the "Program of  
Revitalization of the São 
Francisco River”, 
recently announced by 
the Brazilian 
Federal Government, a reality. 



CBHSF communication 
Over four years, the 

CBHSF has been 
developing an intensive 

work of social 
communication, 

ensuring the 
dissemination of all 

committee’s 
information, especially 

through the following 
media: 



CBHSF website 

cbhsaofrancisco.org.br 



The biannual magazine called "Chico" 



Monthly Newsletters 
“Notícias do São Francisco”  
 
(The São Francisco News)  



Annual campaign called “Eu viro 
Carranca pra Defender o Velho Chico” 
"I turned into a Scary Brazilian Mask to defend the Old Chico" 



Special Publications 
Books 
- “515 years” 
- “Committee Actions". 
 
Bilingual 
 
Available on 
our website 



Anivaldo de Miranda Pinto 
presidencia@cbhsaofrancisco.org.br 
anivaldodemirandapinto@gmail.com  

OBRIGADO  
THANK YOU 
ありがとう 

Av. Dr. Antônio Gomes de Barros, 625, sala 211, Jatiúca,  
Post Code: 57.036-000. Maceió | Alagoas | Brazil 
Phone numbers:  
+55 82 3325-2244  
+55 31 9 8238-5822 

cbhsaofrancisco.org.br 


