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MARINEWATERS AND SEASCAPES:

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND ACCESS TO JUSTICE
IN THE PHILIPPINES




My Presentation

A Introduction; Profile of the
Philippines and Challenges

A Legal Framework for Marine
Conservation and Public
Participation in Decisiemaking

A Oceana and Role &fGOs in
promoting Participatory,
Transparent and Accountable Ocean
Governance

A Case studyTafionStrait

A Moving forward for Sustainable Use
of Oceans, Seas and Marine Waters
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Philippines: Fisheries Profile

A According to the 2013 Philippine

Fisheries Profile, in 2012 the
Philippines ranked seventh among
the top fish producing countries of
the world, with its total production of
4 .87 million metridonnesof fish,
crustaceans, mollusks and aquatic
plants (including seaweed). Its
aquaculture production of 0.791
million metrictonnesranked it
eleventh in the world, while it is the
third largest global producer of
aquatic plants includingeaweed

Tuna remained as the top export
commodity, with over 165,000 MT of
all tuna products (fresh, frozen and
chilled, preserved and canned), with
canned tuna constituting the bulk of
tuna products.

A Seaweedsame second in export

value, with a 64% increase in value
from 2012 to 2013. Shrimp and
prawn ranked third, with a total
contribution of US$ 67.5 million to
export value, the main markets being
France, Japan and the U.S. Other
major fishery exports included crabs
and crab fats, octopusapulapuy,
cuttlefish and squidorbanentalfish,
round scadand sea cucumber

A Among the main destination

countries for Philippine seafood
exports are the U.S. (25.3%), Japan
(13.4%), Germany (7.2%), France
(6.7%), the UK (6%), Hong Kong,
Spain, Canada, Taiwan and China

SourceSeafish
http:// www.seafish.org/media/publications/Phili

ppinesEthicsProfile 201509.pdf



http://www.seafish.org/media/publications/PhilippinesEthicsProfile_201509.pdf

Food and Agriculture Organization
of thhe United Nations

FAAO Gilobal Capture ProductionNn database updated to 2013
Sesrm Ay iNnforrmation

China 13 869 604 13 967 764 0.7
Peru 4 815 610 S 826 932 21.0
Indonesia S 420 247 S 688 538
United States of America S 107 559 S 204 493
Russian Federation 4 068 850 4083 818
Japan 3 618 006 3 625 592
India 3 408 960 3418821
Viet Nam 2 510 900 2 608 400
Myanmar 2 332 790 2 483 870

——) Philippines 2127 170 2 130747
Norway 2 149 802 2 073 835
Chile 2572 876 1 770945
Thailand 1 SO0 200 1 630047
Republic of Korea 1 659 901 1 590 695
Mexico 1 467 790 1508 116 2.
Malaysia 1472 239 1 482 899 o.
Iceland 1 358 467 1 366 486 o.
Morocco 1 148 489 1238277 2
Spain 925 S83 1028173 > & Pe §
Taiwan Province of China 908 023 92S 171 1.9
Argentina 723 737 857 800 i85
Canada 789 494 223 640 43
Denmark S02 632 668 339 33.0
United Kingdom 629 374 630077 0.1
Bangladesh S78 620 S88 988 18
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Fisherfolk are Poorest of the Poor in the Philippines
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Fishermen Farmers Children Women Youth Migrant Senior
Workers  Citizens

SourceNational Satistics Coordination Board: Poverty Incidence Statistics 2012



Philippines fisheries are in crisis:
Decliningfish catches dooming food securityssue

>

M
<]

Catch (leg,,) = 143.67-43.427-log,,(Year)

e e = .

e wm B8 W
L8]

o o]

©
tn

Non-tuna catch (kg-day-fisher'; log,,)
[sNs]

_ 3275 3280 3285 3290 3.295 3.300 3.309
Year (log,,)

%

ha
=]

Catch (log,,) = 176.37-53.389-log,,(Year)

-
4]

-
=

L&
e o

-
n

Subsistence catch (kg-day-'-fisher; log,,)
= =
ST
/

3288 3290 3292 3294 3296 32% 3300 3302 3304
Year (log,,)



Challenges to Philippines Fisheries

A lllegal commercial
fishing

A Weak enforcement
of laws

A Destructive fishing
and habitat
destruction

A Pollution

A Unregulated coastal
developments

A Climate change
A Patronage politics




Rule of law and Access to Justice:
assessing the quality of democracy in the Philippines*

CHALLENGES

A Persistence of largecale graft and corruption
A Growing impunity of violation of human rights
A Abuse of governmental powers

A Failure of accountability mechanisms to
consistently bring wrongdoers to justice

*DemocracyAudit TeamDr. Edna Co
Arthur Neame, AttyMarlon Manuel
Atty. Nepomuceno Malaluan

OCEANA ",



Legal Framework for Environmental
Protection andPublic Participation

A The 1987 Constitution
likewise guarantees the
procedural right to
access information,
equality before the law,

RULE OF LAW

HIERARCHY OF LAWS

Art T, sections 15 and 18, Constifution

Section13. The State shall

G e and public participation
amongfen. In decisiommaking.

Section 16. The State shall

et A Congress has enacted
sl plethora of

harmony of nature,

environmental laws

OCEANA “iimste



OneOf-A-Kind

1Aepublic of the Philippines

Supreme Court
flanila

A.M. No. 09-6-8-SC

RULES OF PROCEDURE
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL CASES

EFFECTIVE AFRIL 29, 2010

MANILA, PHILIPPINES

ATRTIT 20N

A Liberalized Standing to Sue
¢ Oposa, Resident Marine
Mammals case

A Innovative Remedies for
Environmental Protection

A Anti-SLAPP proviso

A No filing fee for Citizen Suit

A Environmental Casegp
priority

A Only the Supreme Court can

stop enforcement of
environmental laws



REVOLUTIONARY MANILA
BAY RULING

|/ 1947 48 December 18, 2008

RINOCONTINUING
- MANDANVSEES

CONGRE]: supPrREMHEN: EXECUTIME
RA 9003 |4 COURT '
RA 8749

And 100
more laws
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Republic of the Philippines
SUPREME COURT
Baguio City

EN BANC

G.R. No. 180771 April 21, 2015

RESIDENT MARINE MAMMALS OF THE PROTECTED SEASCAPE TANON STRAIT, e.g., TOOTHED WHALES,
DOLPHINS, PORPOISES, AND OTHER CETACEAN SPECIES, Joined in and Represented herein by Human
Beings Gloria Estenzo Ramos and Rose-Liza Eisma-Osorio, In Their Capacity as Legal Guardians of the
Lesser Life-Forms and as Responsible Stewards of God's Creations, Petitioners,

VS

SECRETARY ANGELO REYES, in his capacity as Secretary of the Department of Energy (DOE),
SECRETARY JOSE L. ATIENZA, in his capacity as Secretary of the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR), LEONARDO R. SIBBALUCA, DENR Regional Director-Region VIl and in his
capacity as Chairperson of the Tafion Strait Protected Seascape Management Board, Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources (BFAR), DIRECTOR MALCOLM J. SARMIENTO, JR., BFAR Regional Director for
Region VIl ANDRES M. BOJOS, JAPAN PETROLEUM EXPLORATION CO., LTD. (JAPEX), as represented by
its Philippine Agent, SUPPLY OILFIELD SERVICES, INC. Respondents.

G.R. No. 181527

CENTRAL VISAYAS FISHERFOLK DEVELOPMENT CENTER (FIDEC), CERILO D. ENGARCIAL, RAMON
YANONG, FRANCISCO LABID, in their personal capacity and as representatives of the SUBSISTENCE
FISHERFOLKS OF THE MUNICIPALITIES OF ALOGUINSAN AND PINAMUNGAJAN, CEBU, AND THEIR
FAMILIES, AND THE PRESENT AND FUTURE GENERATIONS OF FILIPINOS WHOSE RIGHTS ARE
SIMILARLY AFFECTED, Petitioners,

VS

SECRETARY ANGELO REYES, in his capacity as Secretary of the Department of Energy (DOE), JOSE L.
ATIENZA, in his capacity as Secretary of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR),
LEONARDO R. SIBBALUCA, in his capacity as DENR Regional Director-Region VIl and as Chairperson of
the Tafion Strait Protected Seascape Management Board, ALAN ARRANGUEZ, in his capacity as Director
- Environmental Management Bureau-Region VI, DOE Regional Director for Region VIII' ANTONIO
LABIOS, JAPAN PETROLEUM EXPLORATION CO., LTD. (JAPEX), as represented by its Philippine Agent,
SUPPLY OILFIELD SERVICES, INC., Respondents

DECISION
LEONARDQ-DE CASTRO, J.:

Before Us are two consolidated Petitions filed under Rule 65 of the 1997 Rules of Court, concerning Service
Confract No. 46 (SC-46), which allowed the exploration, development, and exploitation of petroleum resources
within Tafion Strait, a narrow passage of water situated between the islands of Negros and Cebu.*

The Petition docketed as G.R. No. 180771 is an original Petition for Certiorari, Mandamus, and Injunction, which
seeks to enjoin respondents from implementing SC-46 and to have it nullified for willful and gross violation of the
1987 Constitution and certain international and municipal laws.

Likewise, the Pefition docketed as G.R. No. 181527 is an original Petition for Certiorari, Prohibition, and
IMandamus. which seeks to nullify the Environmental Compliance Certificate (ECC) issued by the Environmental
Management Bureau (EMB) of the Department of Environment and Matural Resources (DENR), Region VI in
connection with SC-46; to prohibit respondents from implementing SC-46; and to compel public respondents to
provide petitioners access to the pertinent documents involving the Tafion Strait Oil Exploration Project.

\ & X (€&l to give the Resident

Marine Mammals legal standing has
been eliminated by our Rules, which
allow any Filipino citizen, as a
steward of nature, to bring a suit to
enforce our environmental lawslt is
worth noting here that the Stewards
are joined as real parties in the
Petition and not just in
representation of the named
cetacean species. The Stewards,
Ramos andtismaOsorio, having
shown in their petition that there

may be possible violations of laws
concerning the habitat of the
Resident Marine Mammals, are
therefore declared to possess the
legal standing to file thisJS U A GA2Y
Resident Marine Mammals danon
Strait v. Reyes, GR No. 180771, April
21, 2015



A Right of the people and NGOs,
thQa G2 STFFSOUALS | VR
reasonable participation at all
levels of POLITICAL, SOCIAL
and ECONOMIC DECISION Civil Society
MAKING PROCESS (1987
Constitution)

- More engaged citizens in
governance who are aware 0Of
their RIGHTS and
RESPONSIBILITES

POLITICALUSTICE

Government Business

: " Institutionalization of Local Development Councils and
1987 ConSt|tUt|On Special Bodieg Local Government Code



Overarching Oceana goals in the Philippines: Rebuild fisherie
by overhauling management, improving enforcement
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Role of NGOs In Ocean Governance In th
Philippines

Partnership with Government in
crafting the law and Implementing
Rules Against lllegal, Unreported and
Unregistered (IUU) Fishing

I nvin I nitns #n

m Partner —
= Critical Collaborator
— Vessel monitoring system
'f Increased penalties -
é —— On board inspectors
VO|Ce Of the VO|CeIeS —~ - Administrative tribunal
No restraining order for é “

In 2015, Amendments to Fisheries Code
wereenacted and are key step towards
restoring ocean abundance

= ——

— p—

enforcement of fisheries laws for
lower courts

Put
] U Commercnal fishers told:
Citizen Suit provision trackmg deVICES on vesse \s
Protections from harassing lawsuits > e
against citizens and enforcers > : S

— DCEANA e,
DCEANA World"s"g;::ns Stacy K_Baez, Ph.D., Charlotte Grubb, Margot L. Stiles and Gloria Ramos i



trong Partnership for Protection
of Marine Wildlife

Executive Order for Sharks and _
Ray Sanctuary Benham Rise Expedition

of Cebu
MUNICIPALITY OF DAANBANTAYAN
Office of the Mapor u

Executive Order No. 16
Series of 2015

DECLARING MONAD SHOAL AND GATO ISLET AS A SHARK AND
RAY SANCTUARY AND ESTABLISHING SUPPORTING MECHANISMS
FOR ITS IMPLEMENTATION

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

Hawkfish (Cirhitichthys falco) @Oceana
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS, it

WHEREAS, Re

NOW THEREFORE, 1, Engr. A

eby DECLARE Monad Shoal and Gato Islet as 3

Shark and Ray Sanctuary, t

DCEANA i,



Critical Collaboration in Enforcement,
Monitoring and Compliance of Fisheries

BUSINESS —

onger law enforceinent ey to boos
PpProduction, says fisheries bureau

Nen

m sox wF Tweet = ﬁ Share 1 Email 3 = sh=ar= s=o

MANILA — The Bureau of Fisheries and Aguatic Resources (BFEAR) IS pushing for stronger enforcement measures to
achieve sustainable fisheries and seafood self-sufficiency in the country

“We hawve to maintain and protect our traditional fiishing grounds._ If we properly enforce our fisheries Iaw, we will have
enough fish. We need action. and we need to do it now,” the bureau’s national director. Eduardo Gongona, told

reporters in a&a recent press conference in CQuez=on City.

WHE

‘.12""’( G -

MB FILE — Workers from the SBFFAR-NIF T DC harvesit expernimental miikfish (bangus) in Sual, Pangasinan. (Jojo
Rino=a)/ MB . COM._PH

Songona pointed to the iack of enforcement as one of the reasons why illegal. unreported. and unregulated (1UUWU)
fishing prewvails, worsening the damage to the Philippines’ rich but vastly threatened marnne resocurces.

S percent of the Filipinos™ animal

loria Esten=o Ramos, vice president of Oceana Philippines estimated that S
percentof ish caught in the country are consumed domestically.

L
protein comes from fish, and

OCEANA ",



Voice for the VoicelesgDceana ensures Implementing Regulation:
require vessemonitoring for ALL commerciaéssels
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A PublicParticipation and Access Justice and
Information: TanonStrait case study

124°0'0°E

. Bantayan
g\ Visayan Sea Zest
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San Remigio
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May 2015 Baseline Survey of Fishing
and Food Security ihanonStrait
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Fishing is the most important livelihood in Tanon Strar

m Fishing

m Other

m Farming

m Pedicab/Tricycle

m Salary

m Support from children

m Carpentry

m Construction

m Housewife

m Raising pigs
Security guard
Sell fish
Truck driving

Primary livelihood source for baseline survey

respondents
n=96



Fishing Is Getting Harder in Tanon Strait

A da2S FTAaK 2 NBOC
b

C
from the sea), and to be able to bu
NAOSE¢ 0aK2ga K2£
fish to buy the staple food, either
riceorY I A (CSIatravdwousehoId
survey)

dLess fish caught due to the
presence of commercial fishing
wK2 dzaS a2yl NX L
(Samboarhousehold survey
OThere is a decrease in fishing
unlike before, we are able to sell
FAAK 2yf & UKNFBS
(Guihulngarhousehold survey



N T hgraph, which compares
small-scale with large-scale
fisheries on a global basis,
highlights the crucial role of
small-scale fisheries, so far
neglected. Indeed, we would
achieve most stated aims of
fisheries management plans
(particularly their social aims) by
dedicated access arrangement
for small-scale fisheries. But we
must leave enough fish for the
rest of the ecosystem, and to
meet the challenges of global
warming. ©Dr. Daniel Pauly
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Fisheries

benefits Large-scale Small-scale
Annual landings '*'( *‘( *( "*( "*'(

for human <anfip< <y <y <y

consumption

about 60 million tonnes

about 27 million tonnes

Annual catch < =
discarded at sea
10 million tonnes Almost none
Annual catch for '*( *

industrial reduc-
tion to fishmeal

s

and oil, etc.
26 million tonnes Almost none
Fuel used per T T -
tonne of fish for (AT AN AT A [ A |
human hdl d Bd Bd hd
consumption 5-20 tonnes 2-5 tonnes

Number of
fishers employed

i

about 1/2 million

L

about 12 million

Government
subsidies
(billions of USD)

$$$$S

25-30 billion USD

$

5-7 billion USD




Poverty Is severe in Tanon Strait

$4.21 or more

Avghouseholdincome/day (USD)

n=96



Goals

Get DENR to establish Tanstrait ManagemenBoard: DONE

February 20135: Convening of Tafion Strait . _
Management Board Ends “Paper Park” Status A Ensure theTafionStrait

general management plan
prohibits commercial fishing
and includes an
enforcementplan- DONE




Jumpstarting enforcement through training and
coastal law enforcement alliance




Providing Enforcers with Evidence of
the ContinuingPlunder of our oceans

September 2015: First Expedition in Tafion Strait . o
Widespread lllegal Fishing Captured on Camera




The First Enforcement Patrdtiappened in 2015,
Thanks To Pressure from Oceana and CSO network

And, continues in the present
SUN STAR

Home al News Business Opinion Sports Feature Lifestyle Entertainment SuperBalita

Deluxe room from $188++
per night
The perfect location. Always at Concorde.

A sINGARORE

HOME /[ CEEU / LOCAL NEWS / TARON STRAIT THRESHER SHARKS KILLERS' CHARGED

Time to

. Tanon Strait thresher sharks

less than
1 minute ] L] 1
killers' charged
Share
81 @ Thursday, September 22, 2016

THE Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)-Central Visayas has filed
complaints against the owner of a fishing boat, its captain and 12 crew members after killing 19
thresher sharks within the Tafion Strait Protected Seascape, particularly in Hagnaya, San

0 Remegio town in northern Cebu.

In a statement, DENR-Central Visayas spokesperson Eddie Llamedo said the boat owner and
crew of RB Sweet Angel will be charged for violating Republic Act 7586, or the Mational
Integrated Protected Areas Systems (Nipas) Act, and Republic Act 9147, or the Wildlife
Conservation and Protection Act of 1992.

B Print DENR and provincial anti-illegal fishing task force intercepted 19 thresher sharks last September
21 and filed two cases against fishing boat operator and its 12 fishing boat crew in Negros
a a+t QOccidental

The fishing boat and its equipment were withheld in Cadiz City police. (JKV/OCP/SunStar Cebu)




BAN DESTRUCTIVE FISHING Gl

Industry challenges
~government in court

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
7 Judicial Region
Branch 61
MARCELO B. FERNAN PALACE OF JUSTICE
Drakit, RBogo City, Cebu

NORTHFRN CERU DANISH SEINE
OPERATORS AND FISHERFOLKS
ASSOCTATION, TNC., Represented hy:
PABLITO OLIVAR and NILO SORIBA,
President and Vice-President respectively,

Plaintiffs,

CIVIL CASE NO. Ras-03022

=Versus-
SFC. PROCESO 1. ATCAT.A, atal

Defendants.

N FOR RECONSIDERATION dated June
ted April 21, 2015 DISMISSING the instant
A4 Supplemental Complaint, etc. dated April 1,

Filed by the plaigs
18, 2015 of the Decisi
Complaint dated

filed their COMMENT dated September 9, 2015

The g £
for lack of meril. .

the view that the suhject motion does nof raise any new matier.

1t only reilera argumenis already considersd and passed upon by (his Courl. The
Conrt finds that Fisheries Administration Order Mo, 246 iz a walid law, enacted in
pursuance Lo the mandaie given o the respondenis by ihe Fisherics Code.

IWHEREFORE, premises considered, the instant motion is DENTED.
SO ORDERED.

Rogo City, Cehn
January 08, 2016,

ADMig

LCICAIED s wens: =

| Ban on hulbot-hulbot fishing stays

e ana money on the

THE court upheld the ban 8550 or the Figherics Code
imposed by the fisheries ~ of the Philippines

burcau against operators

- The plaintiff, engaged

of l)anisﬁ Seine Fishing, - in commercial fishing us

locally known as hulbot-

hulbot,

The court finds no suf-
ficient basis the declara-
tory relief with prelimi-
nary restraining injunc-

tion to stop the imple-
mentation of Adminis-
trative Order 246 of the
Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources
(BFAR) filed by the
Northern Cebu Danish
Seine Operators and
Fisherfolks Association,

AO 246 is a nationwide
san of hulbot-hulbot and
ult-buli fishing effective
Jctober 15, 2013 as these
ontributed to the de-
truction of the marine
abitats as fishery re-

Ing hulbot-hulhot, alleged
that the implementation
OF FAO 246 will affect the
livelihood of 2,920 fisher-
folks who are supplying 70
percent of the fish supply
of the Pasil Fish Market in
Cebu City,

The fisherfolks asked
Agriculture Secretary Pro-
ces0 Alcala to recall or de-
fer the implementation of
the FAO 246 prior to the
AL)riI 15, 2014 deadline,
They asked that a thor-
ough study and consulta-
tion among stakeholders
including them will be
conducted prior o is -
plementation but to no
avai thus a case was filed

JiC unaerstany:

Dir, Asis Perez, NFARMC
Chairman Salvado Salacup,
BEAR and the Office of the
Solicitor General
However in April 21,
Judge Antonio
Marigomen of Branch 61
of RTC Bogo City dis-
missed the case saying that
the FAO is necessary (o
properly iny)lcmcnl the
Fisheries Code,
“Modified Danish
Seine is an ingenious de-
vice that humans created
{0 take food from the ma-

rine ecosystem - but it 246, they have not cay
takes too much and de- anyone engaged in Dush
stroys marine habitats; it Seine fishing in Cebu
disrupts the rhythm and ine uses i
harmony of nature an eAr COnS
ultimately, i

Vit

s fis Named respondents in Var
urces, a violation of RA e case were Alcala, BFAR

¢

tlement to a writ ,
liminary injunctio, a“
the amount of dap, cnﬂ
would sustain if M()g);'
will be implemented :
BFAR Regional [y
tor Andres Bojos id “:
recent decision js g "(,:
umph both for the Maripg
environment and the .
nicipal fisherfolks” g i
illegal fishing activty i
leave them with too
fish to catch,
. Bojos said thatsnce e
implementation of FA)

29



BAN DESTRUCTIVE FISHING Gl

SC reminds lower courts of
laws. rules vs TROs.
Injunctions on

enVll'Olllnelltdl Casces
S by jonathan L

30



INSTITUTIONALIZE VEBMBEIITORING TO CONTROL
COMMERCIAL FISHING VESSELS




Oceana stops dumping and filling proposa
In Tanon Strait

Osmena ‘abandons’ Toledo reclamation project

Victor Anthony V. Silva | 1:54 AM
 J @cebudailynews

Wednesday, June 17th, 2015

'T-ele,d_o Public Term




STOPPING DUMPING AND FILLIN¢
PROJECTS NATIONWIDE

Building Constituents
and Identifying Key
Allies:

Senatehearing on
reclamation presided
by Chair Senatovillar




Mainstreaming fisheries issues during
the pre5|dentlal Campalgn

ot really included fisheries

ussions! have e
wmis hilippines, together wuth our

jssues. That Wy qugg“ |
I8 colleagues n the fiskeres networt, e
f with a blue paper and callmgo .resldentlal cand|dates to <

' | taeaserots ookataur fisheries isses and challenges.” 1

ATTY. GLORIA ESTENZO RAMOS
VICEPRESDENT FOR OCEANA PHLIPPINES

R
2 SEAGEDI ’i'f%‘!&?#s“ GEDT0 ADOPT
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Oceana pushing for Sustainable
Fisheries Management by the new

Administration
Fisheries Policy Brief

Press Actions on OCEANA e

World’s Oceans

5. P Pras Dtéon

-
sy of the Frilpgines Camsus

Recommendations in the ==+
Brief

As a sea nation, the Philippines harbors a wealth of marine resources
that provides food and livelihood to millions of Filipinos. It ranks 14™in

I t .f. t. f the world as a source of seafood caught in the wild
a-rg e S p e C I I C aC I O I IS O r Despite recent improvements in fisheries law enforcement, however,

illegal fishing remains a huge problem. Commercial fishers continue to

- . enter and illegally fish in municipal waters in a lop-sided competition
with the artisanal fisherfolk for the declining fish stock, while foreign

e I rS a S WI fleets poach high-value species. Destructive fishing — such as bottom

trawl fishing, blast fishing and the capture of young fish before they

can grow into adulthood — is a significant threat to the health of fish
populations and the livelihood of fishing communities. The government

. ]
itself estimates that 75% of our principal fishing grounds are now considered overfished. Artisanal
fishers bring home fewer large fish, if they are lucky enough to catch any.

Reef fish have declined by up to 90 percent, leading to major losses in coastal economies. Recent data
also show that the Philippines’ exclusive economic zone has fish stocks depleted by as much as 90%, sea
- grass beds destroyed by as much as 50%, and coral reefs degraded by as much as 96%, all in the past 50
years. Moreover, the destruction of large areas of important ocean habitats such as coral reefs can
result in lower incomes from fishing, reduced food production, higher disaster risk, and extreme
poverty. The urgency of the situation is compounded by the fact that the Philippines is one of the most
vulnerable countries to the deleterious effects of climate change such as sea level rise, storm surges and

h Ith t.t t displacement of coastal residents.
ea y OCe al l COI IS I u el I S These adverse impacts can be minimized through marine conservation, habitat protection and

sustainable fisheries and adoption of the ecosystem-based approach enacted into national and local
policies that are fully implemented. But, weak enforcement of our fisheries and environmental laws is

] ]
p p In this archipelago of more than 7,500 islands, the people’s way of life is closely connected to the sea.

The country’s highly productive fisheries, if managed sustainably, can feed the growing Philippine
population and achieve economic growth and security. As such, we must enact and fully implement laws

S e Cto rS and policies to restore the abundance of our oceans

Sustainable Fisheries as Key to Food Security

Healthy aquatic ecosystems contribute greatly to food security. Worldwide, fish provides essential
nutrition for 3 billion people and contribute a significant amount of animal protein to the diets of the

BELIZE BRAZIL CAMADA CHILE EUROPEANUNION PERU PHILIPPINES UNITEDSTATES | Savetheoceans. Feed theworld,

35



CLIMATE CHANGE EXACERBATES EFFECTS OF ILLEGAL FISHING AND HABITA
DESTRUCTION: LESS FISH , WITH TREMENDOUS IMPACTS ON HUMAN AND FC
SECURITY

Subtropic and temperate ocean

> Temperate/cool-water fish >« Subtropical fish @ Tropical/warm-water fish

"‘p. I\ROU,yo

3098

MSource: Dr. Daniel Pauly, Global marine fisheries catch reconstructions:
ARationale, methods and first findings , June 2015, Canada



OCEANA PLAYIRRUCIAL ROLE IN

FISHERIBRANAGEMENT
HOPE

EMPOWERMENT
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