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Rio Declaration, 
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Public Hearing, 
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National Green 
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EIA Process in India

Statutory Appeal 
before National 
Green Tribunal 

Decision to Grant or Reject 
Environmental Clearance  

(Environmental Clearance)

Public Consultation

(Public Hearing & Written 
Representations) 

Screening, Scoping (Terms of Reference  for EIA 
Report) 



The Public Participation under the 
2006, Notification

άtǳōƭƛŎ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ōȅ 
which the concernsof local affected persons
and otherswho have a plausible stakein the 
environmental impactsof the project or 
activity are ascertained with a view to taking 
into account all the material concerns in the 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜέ





Samarth Trust VersusMinistry of Environment and Forest
Delhi High Court

......it seems, prima facie, that so far as a public 
hearing is concerned, its scope is limited and 

confined to those locally affected persons 
residing in the close proximity of the project site. 
However, in our opinion, the (EIA) Notification 
does not preclude or prohibit persons not living 
in the close proximity of the project site from 

participating in the public hearing - they too are 
permitted to participate and express their views 

for or against the project.





Issues with Respect to Public 
Participation 

Public Participation 
is EIA Centric 

Significant categories 
of project do not 

require public  
consultation 

Projects circumvent 
Public consultation 

Environmental laws 
do not provide for 

much scope for 
public consultation. 



Disputes around 
communication 



5ƛǎǇǳǘŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ Ψminutes of the 
public hearingΩ



Venue of Public Hearing 

άA Public Hearing is one of 
the components of Public 
consultation and is the 

process by which concerns of 
local affected persons who 

are likely to suffer due to the 
environmental impact of 
project or activity, are 
ascertained. Naturally, 

therefore it is expected to 
hold a public Hearing at or in 
close proximity to the project 

site in order to ensure and 
facilitate wide participation 

of the Public particularly 
those who are likely to be 

affected by the project, being 
ƛƴ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǇǊƻȄƛƳƛǘȅΦέ







VEDANTA POSCO

LAFARGE ADANI



Indian Environmental Court

ά¢I9 b!¢Lhb![ Dw99b ¢wL.¦b![έ



Aggrieved Person Interpreted: 
Save Mon Region Federation vs Union of India

National Green Tribunal

ÅòLawgives a right to 'any person' who is 'aggrieved'
by an order to prefer an appeal . The term 'any
person' has to be widely construed . It is to include
all legal entities so as to enable them to prefer an
appeal, even if such an entity does not have any
direct or indirect interest in a given project . The
expression 'aggrieved', again, has to be construed
liberally . The framers of law intended to give the
right to any person aggrieved, to prefer an
appeal without any limitation as regards his
locus or interest . The grievance of a person
against the Environmental Clearance may be
general and not necessarily person specificó











Save Mon Region Federation 

Local Buddhist Federation 
challenges the 780 MW 

Hydro Power Project 

(2012) 

EIA Report did not 
mention about the 

presence of the Black 
Necked Crane 

Statutory Appeal filed 
before the NGT

(2012)

Final Judgment of the 
NGT

(2016) 

NGT  heard the case over 
a period of two years 









Directions in Save Mon region Federation








