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The opportunity to participate is established 
but there are exceptions:
Buildings and Constructions
Area and Township 

Activities within Industrial Estates



Stage where Public Participation is Guaranteed 

Screening Scoping Public 
Consultation Appriasal



• A Public Hearing at a Site or in Close Proximity 
– District Wise – for ascertaining the concerns 
of the locally affected persons

• Obtaining Responses in Writing from those 
who have a Plausible stake in the 
environmental aspects of the project





Where to conduct Public Hearing





State of Orissa 

Chattisgarh



Making Citizens Participation Effective in Public Hearing 





40. … We therefore hold that in the
context of the EIA Notification dated

14th September 2006 and the mandatory
requirement of holding public hearings
to invite objections it is the duty of the

EAC, to whom the task of evaluating
such objections has been delegated, to

indicate in its decision the fact that such
objections, and the response thereto of
the project proponent, were considered
and the reasons why any or all of such

objections were accepted or negatived.
The failure to give such reasons would

render the decision vulnerable to attack
on the ground of being vitiated due to

non-application of mind to relevant
materials and therefore arbitrary.”

Delhi High Court’s decision in
Utkarsh Mandal v. Union of India & Ors.



Key Issues

Draft EIA Report (No Public 
Knowledge) 

Public Consultation based 
on Draft EIA Report

Based on Public Inputs, 
Final EIA Report is 

Prepared 

Final EIA Report is not 
available in public domain

Appraisal done by Ministry  
of Environment and Forest 
. Project Proponent has the 
right to participate but not 

Public 





Mode of Publication: 30 day Notice 



Limited to few 
Activities 

Mostly Hearing 
with no real 

outcome 

Consultation 
and not 
consent

Limited to the 
territory of the 
State/Province 



Indian Environmental Court
“THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL”



Jurisdiction 

Appellate Original

Compensation 
and Damages



Appellate Jurisdiction in EIA 

Appeal to the 
Supreme Court

Appeal before the 
National Green 

Tribunal

Approval of the Project [Grant 
of EC]

Public Consultation 


